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Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Vancouver, BC, Canada

Foundation:
1905

“The Parish began in 1905, in a Protestant church
building, at the corner of Keefer Street and Campbell
Avenue. This building was destroyed by fire in 1948, and
a new building opened on the same site in 1949..”
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I.      Historical Background [1905 - 1936]

The Parish began in 1905, in a Protestant church building, at the corner of Keefer
Street and Campbell Avenue. This building was destroyed by fire in 1948, and a new
building opened on the same site in 1949. This building was remodelled and renovated
for the one hundredth anniversary.

The parish supports St. Paul’s Church in Vancouver as a mission. Sacred Heart
also supports Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Catholic Native Centre at 887 Keefer Street,
next door to the church, welcoming urban First Nations people to worship and care. This
ministry is served by Rev. Ken Foster, OMI; Rev. Aloys Luken, OMI; and Brother Ed
Lynch.

As well, the parish operates the Agape Street Ministry. Workers walk through the
neighborhood every night, reaching out to hundreds of streetwalkers, giving them a bag
of candy, calling them by name, remembering them on their birthdays with a small gift,
praying with them, and encouraging them to take the step to recovery. Agape operates
two transition houses in the Metro Vancouver area.

II.      Stigmatines serving in the Parish [1936 - 1952]

In 1936, the Stigmatine Congregation started serving the parish. Fr. Joachim
Bortignon, CPS was the first Stigmatine Pastor, for the next 15 years, leaving there in
1951.

Fr. Camillo Santini, CPS succeeded Fr. Bortignon as
Pastor, until the year 1952, when the Stigmatines left the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish.

The list of Pastor and Religious who have served the
parish is present in Appendix 10.1.

Rev. Camillo Santini, CPS
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In 1940, the parish opened a school at 884 East Pender Street, serverd by Sisters
of Charity of the Immaculate Conception of Saint John, New Brunswick. The school
closed in 1983. Lay organizations include the Catholic Women’s League (1952 - 1990, led
by the Salesians), and the Legion of Mary (established in 1994, and led by Dan O’Reilly).

III.      Towards the Future [1952 - 2024]

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish is a beautiful and very active parish!

The parish also holds a beautiful website, at:

https://sacredheartvancouver.com/

https://sacredheartvancouver.com/
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A copy of the most recent bulletin found in the parish website can be found in
Appendix 10.2.

Multos Annos Ad!

Many more years to come!

†
†††
†
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List of Pastors and Religious:

1905 - 1907 Fr. Norbert Ouellette, OMI

1907 - 1911 Fr. François Lardon, OMI

1911 - 1918 Fr. Joseph F. McNeil

1918 - 1925 Fr. William R. Yahner

1925 - 1928 Fr. Norbert Corley, O.Praem

1928 - 1933 Fr. William J. Millay, O. Praem

1933 - 1936 Rev. William Blackburn

1936 - 1951 Fr. Joachim Bortignon, CPS

1951 - 1952 Fr. Camillo Santini, CPS

1952 - 1984 Fr. Joseph Della-Torre, SDB

1985 - 1990 Fr. James Collins, SDB

1992 - 1994 Fr. Melvin Cropley, OMI

1994 - 2005 Fr. Robert W. Douglas, OMI

2005 - 2007 Fr. Otto Rollheiser, OMI

2007 - Fr. Ken Foster, OMI

…

2024 Fr. Ray Smith, CMF

Known vocations from Sacred Heart Church and School are Sister Carmel
Stancato, SCIC; Sister Mary Mallon, SSTA; Sister Catherine Fujisawa, SA; and Rev. C.
Hart, OFM. The parish has been served by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (1905 -
1911; 1990 - present), the Praemonstratensians (1925 - 1933), the Stigmatine
Congregation (1936 - 1952), the Franciscans (1952), and the Salesian Fathers (1952 -
1990). §§§§§
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Besides the sources already quoted along this document, the following ones
were fundamental sources of information:

- An Initial Chronicle of the U.S.A. Stigmatine Province
of the Holy Spouses – by Rev. Joseph Henchey, C.S.S.,
Superior Provincial – 1986 (“Typed Book”)

- A Brief Chronicle of the Congregation of the Sacred
Stigmata of Our Lord Jesus Christ – translated from
Italian by Rev. Joseph Henchey, C.S.S. – 2005.
Original Title: Breve Cronaca – by Rev. Giuseppe Fiorio,
Stigmatine (1876 - † 1958). Originally printed by Verona
Scuola Tipografica “Casa Buoni Fanciulli” – 1917.

- Confrades.com – website created and updated by
Rev. Silvano Zanella, C.S.S., with general Stigmatine
information, including short biographies of the
Deceased Stigmatines (under the menu Persone).

- The Catholic Church in the United States of America
– Undertaken to Celebrate the Golden Jubilee of His
Holiness, Pope Pius X – by Catholic editing company,
New York. Published: 1912 – 1914 (for the different
volumes).
Online Edition:
https://archive.org/details/catholicunitedst01unknuoft

https://archive.org/details/catholicunitedst01unknuoft
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- The Official Catholic Directory for the Year of the
Lord 1920. P. J. Kennedy & Sons Publishers.  44
Barclay St., New York.
Online Edition by Google Books:
https://books.google.com/

- The Website of the Sacred Heart Jesus Parish in
Waltham, MA:
https://www.sacredheart311.com/

- The Website of the Sacred Heart Jesus Parish in
Milford, MA:
https://sacredheartmilford.org/

- The Website of the Sacred Heart Jesus Parish in
Feeding Hills, MA:
https://sacredheartfeedinghills.org/

https://books.google.com/
https://www.sacredheart311.com/
https://www.sacredheart311.com/
https://sacredheartfeedinghills.org/
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- The Website of the Sacred Heart Jesus Parish in
South Timmins, ON, Canada:

http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/

- The Facebook page of the Saint Joachim Parish
in South Porcupine, ON, Canada:

https://www.facebook.com/p/Paroisse-Saint-Joachim-Parish-
100077267652759/

- The Facebook page of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in South Timmins, ON, Canada:

https://www.facebook.com/sacredhearttimmins

- The Website of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Vancouver, BC, Canada:
https://sacredheartvancouver.com/

http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Paroisse-Saint-Joachim-Parish-100077267652759/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Paroisse-Saint-Joachim-Parish-100077267652759/
https://www.facebook.com/sacredhearttimmins
https://sacredheartvancouver.com/
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SPECIAL THANKS

- To the Stigmatine Priests in U.S.A., for providing us information and documents:

- Father Robert White, CSS, Superior and Pastor of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Parish in Springfield, MA;

- Father Gregory Hoppough, CSS, Associate Pastor in Milford, MA;

- Father Richard Scioli, CSS, Pastor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Milford, MA;

- + Father Leonard (“Lenny”) Ferrecchia, CSS, who kindly made a tour with
us around the Stigmatine places, for pictures and information.

- To St. Gaspar Bertoni, for the inspiration and intercession;

- To the Holy Spouses Mary and Joseph, for their protection;

- And, above all, to God!

THE END
(of this volume)
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