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Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in South Timmins, ON, Canada

Foundation:
1937

Founder:
Rev. Louis Fontana, CPS

“From these humble beginnings, there was created a
parish which has gone from strenght to strenght.”
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Historical Marks

1936 - Masses celebrated in basement of Nativity Church

1937 - New Church dedicated

1952 - New Rectory completed

1954 - St. Michael’s School assigned to Sacred Heart

1962 - Raised to status of territorial Church

§§§§§
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I. Historical Background [1938 - 1962]

During the jurisdiction of the late Bishop Rheaume,
and at his request, the Stigmatine Congregation, in virtue of a
Provincial mandate from Springfield, Massachusetts, sent Fr.
Louis Fontana, an Italian born from Trento, to assume the
responsible spiritual care and trust of the Italians residing in
Timmins.

Fr. Fontana arrived in Timmins on December 10th,
1936, taking up temporary residence at the Empire Hotel for
two weeks. While there, his first acquaintances were formed,
and plans laid for a drive with direct bearing to initiate the
new Italian Parish.

Having select a site where the new Church should rise,
a comparable stipulated sum for the purchase was envisioned.

The campaign opened on a momentus note at the Goldfields Hotel, with a goodly
number in attendance. The executive command G. Giustina pledges of those present
and donations at the end of the campaign, totalled $7,000, but $2,000 short of the
purchase price.

With February almost over, and the first of May calling for the start of work on
the new Church, a series of entertainments and concerts added  to the building fund,
and of the precise day of May 1st, actual excavation began.

However, in addition to the original plan, there was a decision of erecting the
outer walls and roof, what required more funds. So, His Excellency granted a loan of
$13,000, and, because of it, on October 10, 1937 the solemn opening of the new Church
for public worship was realized.

To the credit of parishioners, we were endowed with one of the more devotional
and beautiful edifices of worship of the Northland. To add to its embellishment, a
modest and attractive Rectory was completed in October 1951.

As a courtesy of the Pastor of the Nativity Parish, a small tar-papered dwelling
was purchased. This was both home and office for Fr. Fontana, this humble pioneer,
who faced hardships, physical toil and sacrifices.

From his time and the intervening years, this illustrious parish was served by
generous priests and worth Pastors, in the persons of; Fr. Paul Zanini, who spelled out

Rev. Louis Fontana, CPS
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loyalty to parish life and Catholic Education; Fr. Joseph Amodio, who carried on wity
staunch pastoral care, the ideals of his office; Fr. Leonard Della Badia, who gave of his
talents and diffusive energy to further seconday Catholic Education in the O’Gorman
venture, with the late Monsignor Martingdale; and althougth the stay of Fr. Adolph
Ferrari was short, he was no less dedicated and most cooperative in his priestly
obligations.

As of May, 1958 the Parish had about 600 families, and will no doubt continue to
grow. There our Italian culture and traditions were preserved, and more important still,
the spirit welfare of the Italian community ministered by members of the same order, as
our founder and first Pastor, Fr. Fontana.

In 1958, the parish committed to a Combined Fund Canvass, which booklet is
presented here in Appendix 9.1. §§§§§

Rev. Paul Zanini, CPS Rev. Joseph Amodio, CPS

Rev. Leonard Della Badia, CPS Rev. Adolph Ferrari, CPS
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II.      Silver Jubilee [1962]

The Silver Jubilee Booklet is presented here in Appendix 9.2.

III.      Golden Jubilee [1987]

The Parish celebrated its 50th anniversary on 1987.

IV.      The Stigmatines leave South Timmins [1989]

In 1989, when Fr. Della Badia retired, the Stigmatines also left the Parish, as the
congregation was unable to replace him.

So, the Diocese of Timmins took responsibility for staffing at that time.

Fr. Dan Sedlar became the first Diocesan priest and brought the Parish into the
computer age.

V.      Towards the Future

In September of 2006, Sacred Heart Parish, under the leadership of Father
Mieczzyslaw Sliwa, a.k.a. Fr. Mitch, and the Financial Council, undertook the major
facelift of the interior of the Church.

The Church was painted, new rugs were installed, new flooring was put down in
the altar area, additional lighting was installed, as well as new exterior wood doors.
Renovations costs were in excess of $100,000.

In 2007, the parish received permission from Bishop Marchand to begind
fundraising to raise money for the installation of an elevator (chair lift) to be used by the
physically challenged parishioners. The elevator was installed and inspected in January,
2009.

VI.      Nowadays [2024]

Sacred Heart of Jesus’ stands as a beautiful and fruitful parish.
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The Parish holds a beautiful website, at:

http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/

Source: Sacred Heart of Jesus  Parish’s page on Facebook

http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
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And also a page on Facebook, at:

https://www.facebook.com/sacredhearttimmins

Multos annos ad!

[Many more years to come!]

†
†††
†

https://www.facebook.com/sacredhearttimmins
http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
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St. Joachim Church in South Timmins, ON, Canada
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ST. JOACHIMS CHURCH

South Porcupine, Ontario, Canada

Historical Marks:

1909 –  First Mass celebrated in Kennedy’s Hotel

Father Theriault

1911 -  Church built on Crawford Street

Father Morin

1916 -  Church finished and called St. Joachims

Father Boisvert

Father Pinsonnault constructs present church

1961 -  Stigmatine Fathers invited to assume responsibility of parish

Rev. Rinaldo Ribezzi, first Stigmatine pastor

Fr. Rinaldo Ribezzi
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Nowadays [2024]:

The Parish is no longer Stigmatine. It holds a beautiful page on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/p/Paroisse-Saint-Joachim-Parish-100077267652759/

In this page we can see a beatiful picture of the Church:

Multos annos ad!

[Many more years to come!]

†
†††
†

https://www.facebook.com/p/Paroisse-Saint-Joachim-Parish-100077267652759/
http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
http://www.sacredheartofjesusparish.ca/
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